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Gifts in the Show

by Jay Cookingham

There they were, packages
of various sizes wrapped in
Christmas paper scattered
all along the snow drifts in
my front yard. | looked
out my window wondering
how long they would last in
the snow and when my
father would let us retrieve
them. | was only seven
years old. In a fit of rage
over something unknown
to us, he had tossed them,
along with the tree, out the
door early that Christmas
morning. It would be
three days before he cooled
down enough to let us
bring them inside and sev-
eral more before we could
open them. | don’t even
remember what | got that
year, but | do remember
the images of packages in
the snow. For years that
memory, along with other
similar  “holiday events,”
shaped my (non) enjoy-
ment of Christmas. That

was until God gave me a
Christmas experience that
would change me forever.

In my early twenties | trav-
elled with a gospel rock
band and from time to time
we would do other minis-
try gigs besides concerts.
On one of these occasions,
two other band members
and myself went down to
the Bowery in New York
City to serve in one of the
many soup Kitchens, this
particular one was run by
the Salvation Army. We
got there early in the
morning but the line to get
a hot meal was already long
and many were anxious to
get inside the shelter. We
met with the leaders of the
shelter who filled us in on
how the day would go.
The setup was simple: One
group would first listen to
a quick Christmas message
in the small chapel and af-
terwards move to the cafe-
teria to eat. This process

___ In November, we cele-

brated our 71st Anniver-
sary. Rosedale began in
1938, and we have been at
our current location since
1969 (11 Rosedale Place).

would repeat itself until
people and or food ran out.

To my surprise, | was aksed
to give the first message and
was quickly shown the way
to the chapel. As the vari-
ous groups of people shuf-
fled in from the cold air, |
saw through the open door
that it had begun to snow.
The collection of old and
young, men and women
slowly found seats, many
were still drunk or coming
down from a night of intoxi-
cated waste. Against the
purity of the fresh snow,
their filthy clothes and smell
stood out in stark contrast.
What could | say to move
the hearts of such people?
As | waited for the chapel to
fill, the Lord brought back
the memory of the scattered
presents in the snow bank
outside my home. He qui-
etly said to me, “These are
my gifts... they too have
been scattered and thrown
away, tell them | desire to
bring them home.” My
heart and eyes were opened
with those words, | began to
feel the heart of the Father
towards these “lost gifts.”

Continued on Page 4
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Many of you may have had some
kind of supernatural experience
with God where He has shown
Himself to you in some specific
way. God has shown me Himself
two times through television.

| grew up in a very small town in
Eastern Canada. Church and re-
ligion were not a big thing at my
house. My father had problems
with alcohol and soon abandoned
the family, but my mother had a
good heart and did the best she
could. My grandmother on my fa-
ther’s side was very religious. She
loved God and she was my Sun-
day school teacher for a time. |
remember one Sunday watching a
Billy Graham special on our black
and white television and some-
thing came over me and | had to
get up and go to the church. At
the church | knelt down and con-
fessed my sins and accepted Je-
sus Christ as my Savior. | ran and
told my grandmother that | just got
saved and she was very happy for
me. What | didn't understand at
the time was that God had put His
Holy Spirit into me. Because of
my lack of spiritual wisdom and
understanding | soon lost my way
and remained that way for many
years.

| believe that God will call who-
ever He wants, whenever He
wants, and God will save those
He calls. In the latter part of 2008
| was watching television when a
commercial got my attention.
They were advertising a video
about the Worlds Last Chance. |
was all over that and spent part of
the day on the computer. | came
to a site that said that if | would
pray a certain prayer that Jesus
would come into my life. That was
what got my attention. | printed
the prayer and for the next three

or four days | was saying that
prayer every chance | got.

About the fourth day something
happened, something came over
me, a voice in my head was telling
me to go and buy a Bible. What
was amazing was that this voice
in my head was even telling me
what store to go to. | tried to fight
this strong feeling off but it was
too strong so | went into the store
thinking that the Bible was very
hard to read. | went to the reli-
gious books looking around when
this strong feeling said, “Buy this
Bible”. It was a New Century ver-
sion, the Everyday Bible, a very
easy Bible to read and under-
stand.

| remember starting to read that
Bible every chance | had for the
next couple of days. Then that
voice in my head said to me “Now
you have to find a church”. In the
meantime | was praying every
night, asking God to forgive my
sins and asking Jesus to be the
Savior of my life. | remembered a
church down the street that |
drove by many times. That same
voice in my head said to me,
“That's the church. Go to that
one”. | remember telling my very
good friend Jeanette that | wanted
to start going back to church. She
thought | was crazy. That Sunday
| talked her into coming to church
with me. It was Rosedale Baptist
Church.

While all of this was happening |
was still smoking cigarettes and
drinking beer every day. | started
praying to God, “God you have
my attention but | have some bad
habits”. | remember very shortly
after that | had to go and do a
special job at a golf course. |
started talking to a co-worker
about smoking cigarettes and how
| would like to quit. Then he

started to tell me that he quit once
for eight months and gave me the
name of the medication he had
taken. Isn’t it amazing how God
used this circumstance to answer
my prayer about my smoking and
drinking habits?

By now | knew that God had put
the Holy Spirit in me. A voice in
my head said “Okay go make a
doctor’'s appointment”. | did and
started to take this medication for
smoking. While | was on this
medication a short time later the
same voice said in my head, “Go
to bed sober”. | remember saying
out loud, “I got it".

Isn't God amazing! | was taking
medication for smoking only for a
short time. It was like | needed it
but I didn't need it. By the time |
finished the medication for smok-
ing | had no desire to drink. It was
all gone.

“Heavenly Father, thank You that
we worship and praise a living
God. Thank You for opening my
eyes to see salvation in Jesus.
Thank You for Your Scriptures,
Your living words, that tell us that
You sent Jesus to give us power
to become sons of the living God
through faith in Jesus Christ. Fa-
ther, all praise, honor, glory and
dominion belong to You. In Jesus
name | pray. Amen.”

Eric is living proof that God is alive
and continues to call men and
women to become His children
through faith in Jesus Christ. If God
is speaking to you through that
“voice in your head,” and you would
like to receive a free copy of the Bi-
ble, contact me at 905-735-0788 or
online at . Like
God drew Eric to Himself, God wants
to lead you to new life as well. May
God enrich your Christmas with Him-
self. - Pastor Ron
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“EVERYTHING CHANGES”

Autumn in Niagara—what a beautiful time of the year! Wasn’t
this past October incredible, with the intense colours of trees and
gardens? The leaves in the fall seem to take centre stage. But...
then | noticed leaves started falling, the grass stopped growing,
and flowers were not as colourful as they used to be.

Not only do the seasons change, but many other things are always
changing: Gas prices, the value of our dollar, job situations, our
relationships, government, our securities, things and people we
can trust in.

The prophet Isaiah tells us, “The grass withers and the flowers fall,
but the word of our God stands forever.” (Isaiah 40:8). Though
everything around us is changing, there is one thing that never
changes—the Word of God (the Bible). It was true 2,700 years
ago when Isaiah wrote these words, and it is still true today. We
can trust God’s Word.

BIBLE QUIZ

by Joe Nagy

test your knowledge on
ANGELS

1. Who did the angel stop as he was about to sacrifice his
son? (Genesis 22:11)

2. What was unigue about the bush from which the angel
appeared to Moses? (Exodus 3:2)

3. How many meals did the angel provide for Elijah? (Z
Kings 19:5-8)

4. How many men of the Assyrian army did one angel put
to death? (2 Kings 19:35)

5. What did the angel touch Isaiah’s lips with as he de-
clared God's forgiveness to him? (/saiah 6:6)

6. Who said, “My God sent His angel and He shut the
mouths of the lions? (Danie/ 6:22)

7. Which angel is called the archangel? (Jude 9)

8. Which angel announced to Mary that she will have a
son? (Luke 1:26)

9. What did the angel do to Herod when he did not give
praise to God? (Acts 12:23)

10. Why did the angel tell Joseph to give the child the name
“Jesus?” (Matthew 1:21)

Answers on Page 4

TWO MINUTE MESSAGE

by Joe Nagy

It says that all mankind is sinful

It says that God loves us.

It says that God provides a remedy for sin—His Son Jesus.

It says that by trusting Jesus, we can have forgiveness of sins.
¢ It says that we will have eternal life when we believe in Him.
We can trust the Bible because it is God’s Word. Though every-
thing around us is changing, God’s Word will never change. We
can take great comfort in that. And we should thank God more
often.

Want to know more? Read Psalm 119, or call the church office at
905-735-0788.
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CHRISTMAS MORNING
WIFE SAVER

A recipe taken from
Rosedale’s 70th
Anniversary Cookbook
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To obtain your copy of the cookbook, visit
the church or call 905-735-0788.
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| began to speak, reading from the scrip-
tures | told them of poor shepherds,
pretty much the outcast of their day, be-
ing the first ones to hear about the Mes-
siah’s birth and by angels no less! | related
to them that this story was about God’s
great love and no matter how far they had
fallen, He wanted them underneath the
blessing of another tree—the cross,
which His son Jesus was born to bear for
them. | finished my small sermon, prayed
for them and release them to the hot meal
waiting for them. All but one left the
room, a young man my age waited and
asked to speak with me. He shared his
story, of how his father had thrown him
out on the streets just a few months be-
fore Christmas. The message of God’s
love had deeply moved him, making him
realize how much he needed God in his
life and how he needed to ask his father
for forgiveness. As we talked and prayed

God was healing much inside of me as
well—from now on—Christmas would
be different for both of us.

Every Christmas since that day, | have
learned something new and surprising.
The memories, the stories and traditions,
all collectively add to the discovery proc-
ess | go through each year. It wasn’t al-
ways so, but God has faithfully showed
me the right attitude to dive into at
Christmas time. As a father | have the
privilege to be the one leading the cele-
bration in my homes. That opportunity
helps build memories, traditions (maybe
even some silly ones, just for fun) and
creates unity for the generations to come.
Yet, over 2000 years ago, in a small He-
brew town, something more powerful
than tradition rocked the world. Cele-
brating His birth does more than change
the way | “do” Christmas, it transforms
the way | am, the “who” | am. Because of
that God injection into mankind, all the

stories, memories and traditions become
richer in my life.

“Praise be to the Lord, the God of Is-
rael, because he has come and has re-

deemed his people.” - LUKE 1:68

A father of 7, Jay has been happily mar-
ried to his wife Christine for 27 years.

Jay Cookingham

The Bible teaches that eternal life is a gift
from God paid for by the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ on the cross. Paul teaches us that,
“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
(Romans 6:23) The apostle John wrote “God
so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)
Take a few moments to pray. Ask God to
open your eyes to see His great gift of eternal
life in Jesus. Then ask God how you can
receive that gift of eternal life for yourself.
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with a study, weigh in, exercise and friendship.
with singing, study, and prayer.

meeting. Every Saturday from 7:30 to 9:00 am.
. I meet the 2nd Wed. of the month at 12:30 pm for lunch and a program. All are welcome.
¢ >} 11 I on particular topics. See Calendar on our website for topics and times
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, from November 22™ through to December 20"
at 10:30 am. Then join us for Apple Cider in the lobby.
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tizer, finger food, or baked goods. We look forward to meeting you.

+ You do not want to miss our *"*

O . Bring your favorite appe-

on Thursday, Dec. 24 at 6:30 p.m.

A Christmas Advent and Ladies Waffle
Breakfast at Rosedale Baptist Church

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28
at 9:30 AM — Cost $5.00

All ladies are welcome to attend. Please
call 735-0788 for info and tickets.

ROSEDALE BAPTIST CHURCH

C 1- 2

cause He will save His people from their sins.

1. Abraham 2. It was burning, but it didn’t burn up. 3. 2
4. 185,000 5. Coal 6. Daniel 7. Michael 8. Gabriel 9. Struck him down 10. Be-

www.rosedalebaptistwelland.com

11 Rosedale Place, Welland, Ontario L3B 1J2

905-735-0788




